
Getting Streps Ready for Show

3-5 M onths O ut
(3 m onths for the large Polish, 
Russian & Ukrainian varieties, 
5 m onths for sm aller Am erican
& British varieties)

Rem ove suckers from  m ain plant if there are m ore than 4. Rem ove 
oldest, spent leaves that have already bloom ed. Trim  back outer leaves to
prom ote new growth from  center. Rem ove all bloom  stalks. Loosen root 
ball & trim  an inch of roots from  bottom . Re-pot in the next larger size 
pot. Judge pot size by the size of the root ball. Use dam p soil. DO  NO T 
W ATER for a few days. If you rem oved a lot of old roots, put plant under 
a dom e for about a week. Disbud until 5 weeks, m axim um , 8 weeks 
before the show. Streps will grow to their m axim um  leaf size quicker 
when the plant is disbudded. A larger leaf will produce m ore bloom stalks
than a sm all leaf.

5-8 W eeks O ut
(5 weeks for the large Polish, 
Russian & Ukrainian varieties, 
8 weeks for sm aller Am erican 
& British varieties)

If your plant is a vigorous grower & either roots are com ing from  the 
bottom  of the pot or your wick stops siphoning water, you m ay need to 
repot. This tim e, do not disturb the root ball other than loosening the 
roots at the bottom . Repot in the next size up (usually a 4” pot). Again, 
easy on the water & m ist your plant. O therwise, your plant does not 
need repotting. You can begin to let the bloom  stalks form . Check for 
new suckers, a few are ok. Rem ove the rest. If there are too m any they 
m ay choke out the m ain crown. If using a light stand, m ake sure your 
lights are now on for 10 hours a day for T5s, 8 hours for LEDs. Tim e will 
vary depending on what type of bulbs you are using. Turn your plant 
weekly to ensure you will have bloom stalks all around.

1 M onth O ut Check your plant for yellow leaves, m ildew & insects. Spray with Neem  
O il or other fungicide or insectide if needed. Rem ove any new suckers, 
spent bloom s and bloom stalks. Check for dirt & pet hair on leaves. 

W eek Before Show M ist your leaves daily with plain water with a drop of Superthrive in a 
quart spray bottle. This will help keep their bloom s during 
transportation. Rem ove any new suckers, spent bloom s & bloom stalks. 
You can use cuticle scissors to trim  the stalks from  the leaf without 
leaving a stub behind. Trim  brown leaf edges (follow the natural curve of 
the leaf) & rem ove any yellowing leaves. M ake sure your plant is dirt, pet
hair & bug free. Find a slip pot that will tightly fit over your pot. You will 
need to put it in a slip pot before entering it into the show.

*To keep down the spread of insects or disease during your show, spray your leaves & soil
with Neem  O il spray before leaving hom e. Rem ove all bloom s &  spray with Neem  O il
again before bringing your plants back hom e.

Note: Streptocarpus are as individual as children, so one plant m ay respond significantly to disbudding 
while another m ay not. These instructions are intended as a general guide. You m ay need to adjust the 
tim e schedule depending on your plant's growth level and your hom e environm ent. 


